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Māori, Census 2018 and data sovereignty
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• Electoral seats
• Monitoring Treaty obligations + equity 
• Allocate population-based funding to DHBs
• Iwi data used to inform planning, development, 
advocacy and in settlements 
• Re-base population estimates and projections 
• Shapes perceptions of who we are; where we’re 
heading
• It is THE most important Government data collection
How are census data used?
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Early warning signs of  a census crisis
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Te Mana Raraunga response
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Total NZ 95.2 1.0 93.2 83.3 4.2 87.5
Māori 88.5 1.2 89.7 68.2 6.1 74.3
Pacific 88.3 2.5 90.8 65.1 8.4 73.5
Response rates
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• Endorsed methodologies used
• Māori descent met accuracy requirements
BUT
• Concerned about extensive use of alternative Government 
data and issues of social and cultural license
• Downgraded quality of ethnicity data from ‘high’ to 
‘moderate’  - generally quality reduces as level of ethnic and 
spatial specificity increases
• Stats NZ not met Treaty obligations with iwi data failure
Findings of  Independent data quality panel
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European Māori
2018 census form 88.5 70.9
2013 census form 6.8 15.0
Administrative data 3.8 13.1
Probabilistic imputation 0.3 0.6
CANCEIS imputation 0.6 0.4
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Ethnicity in 2018 census – data sources
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LIMITATIONS
• Comparative analysis with earlier censuses will be of lower 
quality and, for Māori, undertaken with extreme caution
• Household and family data generally of low quality (2nd 
report)
• Information that relates people to dwellings incomplete as 
eight per cent of pop. not placed in specific dwelling
Findings of  Independent data quality panel
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Advocating for the development 
of capacity and capability across 
the Māori data ecosystem 
including:
‐ Data rights and interests
‐ Data governance
‐ Data storage and security




What are Māori Data?
Māori data refers to information or knowledge in a digital or 
digitisable form that is about or from Māori peoples and our 
environments, regardless of who controls it.
Data from Māori (self-generated)
– Eg.  Māori/iwi organisations and businesses
Data about Māori (generated by others)
– Eg. Census
Data about Māori resources (self and/or others)






Global Indigenous Data Alliance (GIDA)
https://www.gida-global.org/
C Collective Benefit
A Authority to control
R Responsibility
E Ethics
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